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Working with Selections

 

Learning how to select areas of an 

image is of primary importance when 

working with Adobe¤ Photoshop¤ Ñ 

you must Þrst select what you want to 

affect. Once youÕve made a selection, 

only the area within a selection can be 

edited; areas outside the selection are 

protected from change. 
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In this lesson, youÕll learn how to do the following:

 

¥

 

Use the marquee, lasso, and magic wand tools to select parts of an image in various ways.

 

¥

 

Reposition a selection marquee.

 

¥

 

Deselect a selection.

 

¥

 

Move and duplicate a selection.

 

¥
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Getting started

 

Before beginning this lesson, delete the Adobe Photoshop Preferences Þle to restore the programÕs 

default settings. To delete the Preferences Þle in Windows¤, exit Photoshop, and then delete the 

Adobe Photoshop 5 Pref
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4

 

Click the move tool, then hold down Alt (Windows) or Option (Mac OS), and position the 

pointer within the selection. The pointer becomes a double arrow, which indicates that a duplicate 

will be made when you move the selection.

 

5

 

Continue holding down Alt/Option, and drag a duplicate of the eye onto the left side of the melon 
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2

 

For Tolerance, enter 50 to increase the number of shades that will be selected.

 

3

 

Click the magic wand tool anywhere within the pear tomato. Most of it will be selected. 

 

4
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Selecting with the lasso tool

 

You can use the lasso tool to make selections that require both freehand and straight lines. YouÕll 
select a bow tie for the face using the lasso tool this way. It takes a bit of practice to use the lasso tool 
to alternate between straight line and freehand selectionsÑif you make a mistake while youÕre 
selecting the bow tie, simply deselect and start again. 

 

1
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Adding and subtracting selections

 

Holding down Shift while you are selecting an area adds to the current selection; holding down Alt 

(Windows) or Option (Mac OS) subtracts from the selection. YouÕll now use these techniques with 

the lasso tool to perfect a rough selection of the mushroom image. The mushroom will become a 
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Selecting with the magnetic lasso 

 

You can use the magnetic lasso tool to make freehand selections of areas with high contrast edges. 

When you draw with the magnetic lasso, the border automatically snaps to the edge you are tracing. 

You can also control the direction of the toolÕs path by clicking the mouse to place occasional 

fastening points in the selection border. 

YouÕll now make an ear for the melon face by using the magnetic lasso to select the red part of the 
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Transforming a selection

 

Next youÕll use the Free Transform command to rotate and scale the melonÕs left ear, and then youÕll 

duplicate and ßip a copy to create a right ear. 

 

1
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